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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (tF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Crowther house is a large coursed rubble stone structure
of two storeys under a gable roof (ridge east-west) of
moderate pitch. The facade (south elevation) is of three bays,
a single door with narrow sidelights and a large transom as
the entrance in the easternmost bay, up a short flight of
stone steps. There is a single basement window on this
elevation. Fenestration in the west gable end consists of
two bays grouped centrally on both storeys and in the attic.
There is a two bay addition at the west end of the north ele-
vation, of two smaller storeys, with a gable roof at right
angles to the main roof, its ridge just reaching the eaves

of the main roof, The upper storey is accesible only through
a separate entrance at the north gable end. The masonry 1is
articulated by heavy dressed coins and granite sills and
lintels. The seam in the masonry between the wing and the
main block is easily discernible. There are iron "S" bolts
at the attic floor level on both east and west gable ends.
The north and south walls are finished with several courses
of brick, concealed by boxed eaves. Windows are 6/6.

On the interior, the plan is largely intact, but details have
been sacrificed. Large double parlor doors, hinged, were
removed to unite the two downstairs rooms, and the fireplaces
have been altered. The stair is a simple 1850's design

and remains intact. The house was built over a spring, which
still exists in the basement within a 7-foot diameter stone

ring (dairy). The lower storey of the addition is accessible
from the north room of the main block, and is used as a kitchen.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large stone structure is characteristic of substantial
houses of the immediate Civil War period in Maryland, a gen-
erally Greek Revival house of obvious comfort and solidity,
but lacking the elegant detail of its more cosmopolitan
counterparts. The 1858 Sidney & Neff Map of Harford County
shows a house occupied by a Kellog on the property. The
earliest record of a Kellog ownership is in 1848 on one of
four parcels which were purchased between that time and 1829
to form the consolidated tract of land which ultimately passed
to the state. The house can thus probably be dated between
1848 and 1858. The land was previously associated with
numerous members of the large local Street family.

Recommendations:

The interior of the house has very little remaining significant
detail, so every effort should be made to preserve the main
staircase. Otherwise, routine maintenance with an eye to
upgrading the historic appearance of the house should be
carried out. When a new roof is required, for example, it
should be more appropriately done (with standing seam metal,
perhaps). Any contemplated alterations or additions should

be discussed with representatives of the Maryland Historical
Trust.
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[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[$1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
John Hnedak
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Hist. Trust/DNR Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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